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SEX, ART & POLITICS TAKES ON JOHN ASHCROFT 
 
NEW YORK CITY (September 7, 2004) The Communicat ions Decency Act (CDA) 
tr ia l  date has been set for  October 27-29, 2004, at  the United States Distr ic t  
Court  in New York City.  Plaint i f fs  Barbara Ni tke and the Nat ional  Coal i t ion for  
Sexual  Freedom are contest ing the remaining CDA provis ions al lowing " local  
community standards" to be used to def ine obsceni ty on the Internet.  These 
provis ions were not the subject  of  the 1997 Supreme Court  chal lenge, ACLU vs.  
Ashcrof t .  
 
"The CDA al lows one community to l imi t  what the ent ire nat ion is  a l lowed to 
d iscuss, to read or  to view on the Internet,"  says John Wirenius, the at torney 
for the lawsuit .  "That is  unconst i tut ional because the First  Amendment does not 
a l low any one local i ty  to impose i ts  moral i ty  on the nat ion." For more 
informat ion about the CDA lawsuit ,  go to:  www.ncsfreedom.org 
 
Expert  wi tnesses who wi l l  be cal led and cross-examined include Arthur C. 
Danto,  A.D. Coleman, Jef frey Douglas,  Ben Laur ie,  Seth Finklestein,  Candida 
Royal le,  Tr istan Taormino, Charles Moser,  Dov Hechtman, Leigha Fleming, and 
Susan Wright.  Their  test imony wi l l  cover the technological  impossibi l i ty  of  
complying wi th the CDA; the ar t is t ic  and social  importance of  sexual ly expl ic i t  
speech concerning al ternat ive sexual pract ices;  and the chi l l ing af fect  the CDA 
has had on ar t is ts  and wr i ters wi th in the communit ies served by NCSF. 
 
Plaint i f f  Barbara Ni tke (www.barbarani tke.com) wi l l  be making appearances in 
San Francisco in September for  an exhibi t ion of  her work,  s l ide show ta lks,  
book s ignings and benefi ts  to raise funds for the CDA lawsui t  expenses. Mark I .  
Chester  and Dr.  Carol  Queen's Center  for  Sex and Culture are sponsor ing "Sex, 
Art  & Pol i t ics,"  the ser ies of events on radical  sex photography and ar t is t ic 
f reedom to coincide wi th the Folsom Street  Fair .  For more informat ion on these 
events,  see the calendar below. 
 
Barbara Nitke is  president of  the prest ig ious Camera Club of  New York, on the 
facul ty of  the School of  Visual Ar ts in New York, and author of  a book of  f ine 
art  photographs, Kiss of  Fire (Kehrer  Ver lag 2003). Nat ional Coal i t ion for  
Sexual  Freedom (NCSF) is  a nat ional  organizat ion committed to protect ing 
f reedom of sexual  expression among consenting adults.  
 
For addi t ional information, requests for  interviews, and publ ishable press 
photos contact Susan Wright,  Spokesperson for  NCSF 917.848.6544, or Janet 
Taylor  at  NitkeMedia@aol.com 
 


